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deceived." The thieves consented. Thereafter, the Brahmana, assuming
an ascetic's garb, went and lived in a forest between three villages. The
thieves began to praise him to the people; they said that he had been fasting
for a month and induced the people to worship him,
The people invited him to meals. Believing him to be an ascetic, they
told him of their wealth and consulted him about their future gains and
other affairs. Having come to know of the wealth of the people, he joined
the other thieves and broke open their houses at night.
Once, one of the thieves was caught. On being beaten, he disclosed
the names of the other thieves. The people captured all of them and
punished them. As the Brahmaoa had been in the garb of an ascetic,
they gouged out his eyes and drove him away. Afflicted by pain and
and censured by people, he felt contrition for his acts. He died and went
to hell. Thus he who deceives others, lives to be sorry for his acts.1
But a much more artistic piece of prose dharmakathS
is Prthvicandracaritra by Manikyacandra (1422). The story
is exceedingly well-told- Apart from the conventional lists
of weapons, sciences, etc., it contains some excellent
description, revealing a rare sense of proportion. The
language is more elaborate than Taruriaprabha's or Soma-
sundara's, and more musical. The sentences are construct-
ed with a sure eye to rhetoric and balance, and, at places,
attain poetic cadence. Very often, the sentences are broken
up into clauses, the last words of which rhyme.
In Chapter I the rivers, the mountains and the countries
of the world, and the city of Paithana in Maharashtra, its
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